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Dubai completes
104 projects worth
over Dhl11sin H1

Waheed Abbas
waheedabbas@khaleejimes.com

Dubai’s real estate sector had a
standout first half of 2026, with
104 projects completed at a com-
bined value of more than Dh111
billion, new data from the Dubai
Land Department (DLD) shows.

That’s up sharply from the first
half of 2025, when 75 projects
worth Dh73 billion were com-
pleted, a 38.7 per cent jump in
project numbers and a 52 per
cent rise in value.

Sheikh Hamdan bin Moham-
med bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Crown Prince of Dubai, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence of the UAE, and Chair-
man of The Executive Council of
Dubal, said the numbers reflect
growing global confidence in Du-
bai’s economy.

e said the results show Dubai
is on track with the Dubai Eco-
nomic Agenda D33, which aims
to double the size of the economy
by 2033 and place Dubai among
the world's top three cities.

“The significant increase in
the volume of real estate transac-
tions, the munber of projects and
the value of investment inflows
into these projects represents a
renewed vote of confidence from
the global business community
and investors in the strength of
Dubai’s economic environment,”
Sheikh Hamdan said.

He credited the momentum
to Dubai’s Hexible legislation,
world-class infrastructure, trans-
parency, and close partnership

with the private sector - a combi-
nation, he said, that keeps draw-
ing in global capital and deliver-
ing strong returns for investors.

“Dubal continues to create
new opportunities for growth and
sustainable expansion through
continued comprehensive urban
development that keeps pace
with population and economic
growth and future requirements,
in line with the highest standards
of quality of life,” he added.

More homes, more land
changing hands

The growth wasn't limited
to completed projects as nearly
every key metric moved up.

New residential units climbed
36 per cent to 24,537, from
18,043 a year earlier. The built-
up arca ready for handover grew
23.4 per cent, reaching 1.95 mil-
lion square metres, up from 1.58
million square metres.

Land values saw the biggest
leap: the value of land allocated
to projects surged 135 per cent
to Dh19.46 billion, from Dh8.27
billion, while the land arca al-
located to completed projects
more than doubled to around
one million square metres, from
484,000 square metres.

Taken together, the figures
point to a real estate sector that
remains central to Dubai's eco-
nomic diversification push - and
one that officials say continues to
stand out as a safe, high growth
bet for investors, backed by strong
fundamentals, flexible rules and
world-class  infrastructure.

Dubai aims to double the size of the economy by 2033 and place it
among the world’s top three cities. — FILE PHOTO
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Gtate sector completes]
104 projects valued at over Dhstub|

Dubai’s real estate sector completes
104 projects valued at over Dhs111b
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DUBAI SEES DHI[B REAL ESTATE PROJECTS INHI

Figures show continued confidence in Dubai’s property and investment environment

30

rise in property units
compared to Hi last year

DUBAI
BY NIVETHA DAYANAND
Assistant Business Editor

ubai’s real estate sec-

tor recorded strong

growth during the first

half of 2026, according

to data released by the
Dubai Land Department. A total
of 104 real estate projects were
completed, compared to 75 dur-
ing the first half of 2025, repre-
senting an increase of more than
38.7 per cent. The total invest-
ment value of these projects ex-
ceeded Dh111 billion, compared
to Dh73 billion in the first half of
2025, marking growth of 52 per
cent.

These results reflect the
strength of Dubai's real estate
sector and growing investor con-
fidence in the emirate’s econom-
ic environment.

Steady progress

Sheikh Hamdan Bin Moham-
med Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Crown Prince of Dubai, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence of the UAE, and Chair-
man of Dubai Executive Council,
noted that the real estate figures
recorded during the first half of
2026 demonstrate that Dubai
continues to make steady pro-
gress towards achieving the ob-
jectives of the Dubai Economic
Agenda D33 to double the size
of Dubai’s economy by 2033 and
consolidate its position among
the world's top three cities.

The latest growth in Dubai's
real estate projects reflects the
significant liquidity and capital

NATION

inflows into the market. The first
half of 2026 witnessed a substan-
tial increase in the launch and
development of new real estate
investment projects, reflecting a
strategic direction among devel-
opers and investors to introduce

rm 1

real estate projects
completed during HI

104

landmark  developments  that
further enhance Dubai’s urban
landscape.

Dubai Land Department data
also showed significant growth
in residential supply. The number
of new real estate units increased

1 L

rise in investment value
of completed projects

added to Dubai during H1

by more than 36 per cent to reach
24,537, compared to 18,043 dur-
ing the first half of last year.

total completed and
ready-for-handover built-up
area grew by more than 23.4
per cent, reaching 1.95 million

92y | 4, 531 |ms

new real estate units were

istheareaof I=.nd Hocated
to completed projects

square metres, compared fo 1.58
million square metres during the
same period last year.

The value of land allocated to
projects recorded an exceptional
increase of more than 135 per
cent, reaching Dh19.46 billion,

Il Thnands Thaendn

NEW APM SYSTEM

A 50-kilometre automated
people mover (APM) will be
built at Dubai's Al Maktoum
International Airport (DWC),
set to be the world's largest
airport APM system. The
system will connect nine
stations across the future
airport and will comprise
165 automated people-
mover vehicles.

Developer Mitsubishi
Heavy Industries (MHI) said
completion is scheduled for
December 2031, ahead of the
planned opening of the new
airport in 2032,

The system forms part of
Dubai's massive expansion
of Al Maktoum International,
which is being developed to
eventually handle 260 million
passengers a year.

MHI said the approximately
50km network wil be more
than six times the length
of the current longest
airport APM system, the
approximately 8km Skylink at
Dallas Fort Worth International
Airpartinthe US.

— Dhanusha Gokulan,
Chief Reporter
SEEALSOP-

compared to Dh8.27 billion dur-
ing the corresponding period in
2025. Meanwhile, the total area
of land allocated to completed
projects more than doubled,
reaching approximately one mil-
lion square metres.
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Dubai real estate projects hit $30bn in HI1

Arab News Riyadh

Dubai’s real estate sector
completed 104 projects worth
more than 111 billion dirhams
($30.22 billion) in the first half
of 2026, with investment value
rising 52 percent from a year
earlier, official data showed.

The number of completed
projects increased 38.7 percent
from 75 in the first half of 2025,
according to data from the Dubai
Land Department. The invest-
ment value of completed projects
rose from 73 billion dirhams in

the year-earlier period.

The figures underscore the
continued expansion of Dubai’s
property market, which has
remained a key pillar of the
emirate’s  broader economic
diversification strategy.

The growth in Dubai’s real

estate sector comes amid
continued construction and
urban development activity

across the Gulf Cooperation
Council region. Saudi Arabia
issued more than 34,000
building permits across the
KRingdom from January through

HIGHLIGIT

The number of completed
projects increased 38.7
percent from 75 in the first
half of 2025, according to
data from the Dubai Land
Department.

June, while Qatar recorded 2,240
building permits in the second
quarter, up 26.1 percent from the
previous quarter.

The first half of 2026 saw a
surge in the completion of new

investment real estate projects,
underscoring a strategic focus
by developers and investors
on delivering quality projects
that enhance Dubai's urban
landscape.

Data from the Dubai Land
Department also  showed a
marked increase in residential
supply.

The number of new residen-
tial units rose by more than
36 percent to 24,537 units,
compared with 18,043
units in the first half of the
previous vear.
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